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since the meaning of sensa in terms of appropriate action can
be found in instinctive behaviour without relevant previous
experience. A basis for it is provided by the 'modulation' of
the vital processes of motor units spreading up from the muscle
to the central neurones in the brain. Thus the motor disposition
of the psychophysical field contains components which are similar
to those of the sensory disposition which are the basis of sensa.
When discriminated from the total motor disposition, these com-
ponents can be integrated with sensa, giving the meaning of the
sensa in terms of action, just as on the cognitive side visual,
auditory, and other sensa, are integrated into the cognition of an
external object.

Each occasion or event of the Central Agent therefore prehends
not only its own predecessor, thus continuing its experience, but
also the modifications of the psychophysical field effected during
its specious present by transmission from its bodily sub-agents.
By prehending these modifications it is not merely causally affected
by them in some way, but through them it 'feels the feelings' of
the receptor and effector organs. By prehending them the Central
Agent continues in itself their feelings, just as it continues its own
past experience.

This notion can perhaps be helped out by the analogy of a river,
fed by numerous tributaries. The main stream represents the
Central Agent, and its flow in space is the flow in time of the
experience of the Central Agent. The tributaries entering the
river along its course are the flow of feelings transmitted to the
Central Agent through the psychophysical field from other bodily
agents. On entering the river, the tributaries are merged into it,
and the continuity of the river now extends back not only along
its own main stream but to the source of each tributary which it
has received up to that point. The relation of any part of the
river to the earlier parts of its own main stream is the same as its
relation to the tributaries that have already entered it. Similarly,
the Central Agent's own previous experiences (the main stream)
and the experiences of its sub-agents (the tributaries) enter into
its present experience in identical fashion. The entry of the
tributaries into the river is the analogue of the Central Agent's
feeling the feelings of its sub-agents, ultimately of its individual
cells.

The continuity of experience of the Central Agent which gives